
BMUN XV 
Security Council  

 
Delegates, 
 

We are delighted that you have chosen to take part in Benenden School’s fifteenth 

Security Council Committee. Leading the Council this year will be Aliya (President) 

and Annabel (President Pro Tempore), and we are thrilled to be meeting you soon. 

 

As experienced delegates, we are hoping to provide you with support during the lead 

up to the debate, but also during the day it will take place. We believe that Model 

United Nations is a truly rewarding experience which grants everyone the opportunity 

to immerse themselves in the world of international relations, giving young people 

like us the opportunity to listen to, as well as hear, about topics which are pivotal to 

the scope of the world today.  

 

The question of foreign intervention in conflict areas is a contemporary issue our 

world faces today; with over thirty countries engages in active conflict as of 

November 2022, it is essential that we dissect our understandings of conflict, both 

violent and peaceful, and determine the role the Security Council ought to play in 

dealing with these problems. Through our global awareness of high-profile conflicts 

such as the Russo-Ukrainian crisis, the Yemen conflict and tensions in the Gaza strip, 

we hope that the abundance of examples helps your delegation form an articulate and 

well formulated response to this debate. 

 

Although the Security Council is known as a challenging committee, we encourage 

you, no matter the depth or breadth of your MUN knowledge, to partake in this 

conference to the best of your abilities. MUN is designed to be a fun, but highly 

stimulating experience, and we hope that this builds up your excitement for our 

debate. We can’t wait to meet you; until then, keep up with M-U-N and remember that 

it is F-U-N! 
 

Kind regards, 

And feel free to email the MUN team with any questions and concerns, 

Aliya Adebowale (President of the Security Council) 

Annabel Kearsey (Vice President of the Security Council) 



BMUN XV SECURITY COUNCIL 
An Introduction to the Committee 

 
 

Benenden’s Security Council is an opportunity for delegates to debate highly 

sensitive and complex global issues. Building on past solutions to topics, an in-

depth awareness of the geopolitical landscape and a flexibility for innovative 

future solutions, the chairs challenge you to come up with a detailed clause in 

response to the question. There is no blueprint or country which you are 

expected to shape your response towards. Although the Russo-Ukrainian 

conflict is poignant and is a popular example of foreign intervention in a 

conflict area, we would like you to consider a multipolar response, based on a 

variety across the years and areas. As a result, we encourage all delegates to be 

well briefed in their country’s positions on foreign intervention and past or 

ongoing conflicts they have been involved in. 

 

The structure of the committee will mirror the usual expectation of a security 

council; there will be the five permanent members of the Security Council. The 

five permanent members will be granted the opportunity to invoke their veto 

power if they wish to, and there will be space for breakout debate to occur. 

Further, the traditional formality of the Security Council will continue. 

Delegates will need to prepare a position paper (opening speech), clauses for 

debate, and be willing to respond to concerns and criticisms concerning their 

draft clauses. Five signatories, including one of the five permanent member 

states, will be necessary for your clause to be debated.  

 

Countries are also encouraged to be well briefed, prior to the conference, on 

their countries’ relationship with other member states; their countries’ 

established role in the Security Council and a clear goal they expect their 

delegation to have achieved by the end of the debate. The council president is 

delighted to mention that the most enthusiastic and articulate delegates will be 

rewarded with commendations. Beyond anything, the Security Council requires 

adaptability in delegates. Coming well prepared and willing to engage in debate 

in a formal and enjoyable manner will certainly give you more MUN skill and 

experience, and the opportunity to make new friends! 
 



BMUN XV SECURITY COUNCIL 
History and Definitions 

 
 

Defining the key terms; 
i. Foreign intervention – the act of one country becoming involved in the internal 

affairs of another country. This is usually justified by an inability of the secondary 

country to secure peace and security for its citizens through the resources it has 

dispensable; thus, other countries might intervene using their military, providing 

aid packages, through diplomatic methods etc.  

ii. Conflict area – a geographical region which ownership or the principles of its 

being are disputed by two or more parties, usually engaged in armed or proxy 

warfare against the other. 

 

The question for debate; 
i. The question for debate is therefore whether foreign intervention in conflict areas 

can be justified; how this might present itself; the rights of the conflict area to 

reject proposed aid; considerations and agreements between countries to define 

the parameters of individual sovereignty, and any and all further concepts and 

beliefs the delegates think ought should be articulated in their debate. 

 

The history of foreign intervention: 
a. There are three broad forms of intervention countries have taken in conflict areas, and 

the motivations have been, descriptively, financial, ideological or expansionist. 

Drawing on these three justifications, we will explore their definitions and historical 

examples for explanation.  

 

i. Economic intervention 

- This is a form of intervention which includes the providing of financial or 

resource-based aid packages to countries-at-risk or with destabilized 

economies, perhaps to strengthen their ability to trade on the global stage more 

confidently again or to create trade ties with them.  

- Groups such as the World Bank, UNICEF and International Monetary Fund 

would be distributors of this form of aid; perhaps on the behalf of member 

states or in conjunction with them.  

- Examples of this might be:  

- China’s Belt and Road Initiative in Kenya; with $280 million being directly 

invested into Kenya as part of a maritime trading infrastructure project. 



- UNSC Sanctions of North Korea, 2006, upd. 2016: banning the sale of 

military and luxury goods between member states and the DPRK and froze 

government assets.  

 

ii. Military intervention 

- This is a form of intervention which includes the direct invasion or entry of 

another country, justifiably or not, as well as the role of providing military 

equipment, aid and funding to countries involved in conflict. This is 

sometimes referred to peacekeeping when UN personnel have been deployed. 

This can only be done through a resolution passed by the Security Council 

granting the deployment of such troops.  

- Examples of this might be: 

- UN Support Mission in Syria (UNSMIS), in 2012, to re-establish peace in the 

region both during and following the conflict and its succeeding ceasefire 

agreement.  

- Russian invasion of Ukraine, 2022. Russia claims that it has done this to 

secure land in a region which belongs to them, whereas Ukraine and the 

international community have referred to it as an unjustified invasion of 

Ukrainian land.  

- The invasion of Iraq in 2003 led by the Unites States and United Kingdom to 

overthrow Saddam Hussein’s government, which was believed to be 

harbouring Al-Qaeda and Osama Bin Laden. There were also allegations that 

Iraq held weapons of mass destruction, but these have been disproven as false.  

 

iii. Humanitarian intervention 

- Humanitarian intervention is when countries provide both direct and 

immaterial support to individuals or contingency groups; usually when they 

are challenging the state on Human Rights’ violations and other offenses 

which violate international law as set out by the Hague and UNCHR. 

- Groups which might intervene in these circumstances might be United 

Nations’ Committees, non-governmental organisations such as Amnesty 

International and the Red Cross, or countries such as the United States of 

America and Russia, who have been involved in multiple forms of this 

intervention, especially during the Cold War. 

- Examples of this include: 

- United States Ukrainian effort and aid packages - $2 billion dollars of 

assistance including military equipment, communication devices, health 

packages and non-allocated funds for the Ukrainian government to spend as it 

sees fit. 

- The United Kingdom’s intervention in the Kosovo region in 1997. Here, Blair 

established an important internationalist opinion called the “Doctrine of the 

International Community”, in which he advocated for the use of armed forces 

to protect a civilian population, as opposed to simply protecting national 

interests and establishing peace. 

- This model has also been co-opted in the Afghanistan region, where the 

United States government intervened to topple the Taliban government in 

2001 and establish civilian rule. However, after 21 years, $2.26 trillion and 

176,000 deaths, the United States with drew in 2021. Although the Taliban has 

returned, US structures and aid remain with the Afghani people.  



BMUN XV SECURITY COUNCIL 
Conflict Area Case Studies 

 
 

Conflict Area Case Studies: A Background 
The purpose of this chapter is to inform delegates of conflict areas within a specific 

time period – post World War Two, and one from each continent, including: Europe, 

Asia, Africa, the Middle East, Australia/Oceania and the Americas. This is not an 

exhaustive list of all possible conflicts delegates can draw inspiration from to shape 

their arguments and understanding of the question, but a guideline of where to start. 

 

Case Study One (Asia) 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Case Study Two (Africa) 

 

 

 
 

 

Boko Haram is a terrorist organization which originated 

in Nigeria in 2002. Created to promote the Jihad across 

Nigeria and neighbouring countries Chad and Niger, 

they have slowly accumulated power in Northern 

Nigerian regions. Most famously, they orchestrated the 

kidnapping of 300 Chibok schoolgirls in 2015; of which 

200 still remain missing. In November 2022, the UK 

and US embassies evacuated from Nigeria’s capital, 

Abuja, over the growing threat of the group seizing 

national power. 

Boko Haram Insurgency in Northern Nigeria 

This conflict began when the People’s Republic of 

China incorporated the autonomous region of 

Xinjiang into their geopolitical territory in 1949. 

Through the decades, there has been a mass migration 

of the Han Chinese into a predominantly Turkic 

ethnic group, the Uyghurs. The Uyghurs have called 

for separatism as they accuse the Chinese government 

of subjecting them to genocide. Tensions have 

increased as the OUNHRC as well as the US and the 

UK have denounced China for their occupation and 

“abuse” of the Uighur Muslims. 

Xinjiang Conflict in North-western China 



Case Study Three (Europe) 

 

 
 

Case Study Four (Middle East)  

 

 
 

Case Study Five (South America) 

 

 
 

Case Study Six (Australasia) 

 

 

This war began in February 2014 between Russia and its 

former USSR state, Ukraine. Although Ukraine is now an 

independent country, Russia has annexed Ukrainian 

territories of Crimea, and invaded mainland Ukraine. This 

conflict is ongoing as of November 2022 and has led to UN 

resolutions condemning Russia; and the international 

community providing aid to Ukraine. 

Russo-Ukrainian War 

Israeli-Palestinian Conflict 

Since the 1917 Balfour Declaration realizing the need for a 

Zionist home state, the traditional Palestinian region has been 

a conflict ground for the opposing Palestinian-Israeli citizens 

of the respective territories. Multiple attempts by the UN, 

most notably the 1948 Partition Act, and then the Camp 

David Accords led by America, have attempted to reconcile 

both sides’ claims to the homeland. With drone strikes and 

missiles from both sides, it’s becoming increasingly difficult 

to find a bipartisan solution to this century-long conflict. 

Falklands War – UK v Argentina 

In 1982, Argentina invaded and occupied the Falkland 

Islands and surrounding South Georgian British dependent 

territories. The area had been in dispute since 1841, when 

the British claimed it as a Crown Colony from the 

Argentinians. Although both countries didn’t officially 

declare war, in the 2 month long armed conflict, they 

considered the zone to be one of high-risk warfare. The 

UNSC condemned the Argentinians in Resolution 502, 

resulting in economic sanctions. In the end, the UK won. 

East Timor Crisis 

Between 2006-2013, the Australian government and its 

Oceania allies led Operation Astute to quell and rebuild 

East Timor after their 2006 crisis. This has been caused by 

tensions between the military and the civilian government, 

the former of which had felt discriminated against in the 

power distributions of the region. The United Nations 

Integrated Mission in East Timor was created in response 

to this, and Timor’s former colonizer, Portugal, controlled 

the region under independent command during this time 

period.  



Case Study Seven 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Global War on Terror 

Tensions between the United States and the Middle East have been present for decades. 

Multiple campaigns of invasion into the region by the US government have included the 

1980s Gulf War, the 1990s Kuwait War, the 2000s war against the Taliban in Afghanistan, 

and, most notably; the War on Terror. 

 

In response to the attack on the Twin Towers in New York City on September 11th, 2001, 

the United States launched a war against multiple countries in the Middle East, whom they 

believed were either holding weapons of mass destruction, or, harbouring the terrorist 

groups of ISIL and Al-Qaeda. Countries where the United States deployed military troops 

include Afghanistan, Iraq, Yemen, Syria, Pakistan and the Kashmir region. 

 

The United States was also supported by multiple organizations and their allies; firstly, the 

United Kingdom, France and Canada provided hundreds of thousands of troops to the 

effort over the course of the conflict; which still continues till today, but on a much smaller 

scale. However, in 2021, the United States withdrew troops from one of the biggest 

countries of conflict, Afghanistan. Critics have called this disastrous; as Afghanistan has 

now fallen to the Taliban again.  

 

There is also most notably the questionable violation of human rights through America’s 

creation and use of Guantanamo Bay. This is a high-level prison camp for suspected 

terrorists, usually of foreign/non-American nationality. The interrogation methods have 

been notoriously violent, resulting in the abuse of prisoners. Further, the abuses at Abu 

Ghraib prison have highlighted the gross extent of violations against prisoners. However, 

when it was first created, Bush declared that the Geneva Convention – an international 

human rights act – would not apply to inmates at the base.  

 

Although the official “armed conflict” of the war on terror has now ended – directly, there 

are still multiple covert US-allies backed operations across suspected terrorist regions. 

Multiple of these actions by the United States have not been condemned by the UN. 

However, through Security Council Resolution 1267, they have further addressed and 

given support to the United States missions across the globe. 

 

However, with over 900,000+ casualties, $8 trillion spent and 37 million people displaced, 

countries have now begun to think of the effectiveness of anti-terrorism foreign 

intervention. It is up to delegates to decide how to interpret this. 



BMUN XIV 
Recommendations to delegates 

 
 

The chairs recommend that each delegate does the following when preparing for 

the Security Council: 
 

a. Considers the political stance of their country and alliances the country has with 

other member states in the council; 

 

b. Develops an understanding of their country’s foreign policy with regards to aid, and 

crafts a view which closely simulates this; 

 

c. Explores the geopolitical map of their country, as well as select conflict regions 

they might use as examples; 

 

d. Uses only credible sources to dictate their research – such as notable newspapers 

(unbiased), news channels, Britannica Encyclopaedia and other legitimate material. 

We strongly advise against the use of unverified Wikipedia pages. 

 

e. Prepares a short opening statement, no longer than a minute and a half, to discuss 

and inform the committee of their country’s position. 

 

f. Produces clauses for debate in the committee. However, this is not compulsory but 

very strongly encouraged. 

 

g. Familiarizes themselves with the format and style of the Security Council, as well 

as the rules of general MUN debate and its safeguarding policies. 

 

h.  Create diplomatic note paper to pass ideas/information across the committee; 

however, inappropriate content is strictly forbidden. 

 

i. Comes well prepared with all their material in order, and ready for a day of 

rewarding and fruitful debate. We look forward to seeing you! 

 

Good luck! 

Aliya Adebowale (President of the Security Council) 



BMUN XIV 
Further Reading & Bibliography 

 

 
Information and Background: 

1. https://www.britannica.com/topic/interventionism 

2. https://oxfordre.com/internationalstudies/view/10.1093/acrefore/978019084662

6.001.0001/acrefore-9780190846626-e-183 

3. http://encyclopedia.uia.org/en/problem/142289 

 

Useful Articles: 
1. https://english.alaraby.co.uk/opinion/hands-haiti-dangers-foreign-intervention 

2. https://www.e-ir.info/2011/02/01/conflict-and-cooperation-in-international-

relations/ 

3. https://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/research/key-issues-

parliament-2015/defence-and-security/uk-foreign-intervention/ 

 

Useful Videos: 
1. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UTUaZEEfv8k 

2. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=91WpiXu4oic 

3. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BPSUwf5caSQ 

 

Official UN Resolutions on the Topic: 
1.  https://www.un.org/securitycouncil/sanctions/1267/aq_sanctions_list 

2. https://daccess-ods.un.org/tmp/5641852.61726379.html 

3. https://documents-dds-

ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N22/594/15/PDF/N2259415.pdf?OpenElement 

 

General Delegate Preparation: 
1. https://bestdelegate.com/mun-made-easy-10-things-you-should-know-before-your-

first-conference-2/ 

2. https://bestdelegate.com/mun-made-easy-how-to-get-started-with-model-united-

nations/ 

3. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KAVQpxLcP4o 
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