
The question of protecting the professional freedom of Journalists  

 

Welcome from your Chairs 

Dear Delegates, 

My name is Katie, and I am the Head Chair for the Human Rights Council (HRC) Committee. 

I have been doing MUN for four years now with multiple conferences under my belt. I think 

that MUN is a great opportunity for you to find out more about what is currently going on in 

the world as well as to brush up on your public speaking skills and meet new people, so I 

hope you take this opportunity and make the most out of it! 

I wish you all the best preparing for the conference. It doesn't matter if this is your first 

conference or if you’re a veteran, just come in with a confident attitude and enjoy a fruitful 

day of debate. My co-chair Clemmie Thomas and I will do our best to ensure this committee 

runs as smoothly as possible, we look forwards to meeting all of you. 

Best wishes  

Katie and Clemmie  

Head Chair and Co-Chair of the Human Rights Council Committee  

 

Introduction to the Committee 

In this committee, we deal with questions regarding the violation of human rights whether 

they be gross or systematic violations. We not only aim to strengthen the promotion and 

protection of human right around the world, but also address situations where human rights 

have been previously violated and seek out solutions to them by raising public awareness, 

providing advice or engaging in advocacy for the issue.    

This year, the committee with be debating the question of protecting the professional 

freedom of Journalists. 

In short, we will be addressing issues which journalists around the world face in regard to 
the protection of their professional freedom when they are covering a story in both 
domestic and international grounds. We will be focusing on how due to the differences in 
each nation’s laws or the dangerous political climate of the time, this protection of 
professional freedom has been taken from them and violated their human rights. We will 
also be addressing how media and censorship has affected journalists and journalism itself.  
 

History of the topic 

Throughout the years, journalists have constantly faced threats to their well-being for the 

contents which they cover, and as time goes by, they are facing more encroachments on 



their freedom of expression. This is all happening despite the multiple laws already in place, 

and thus begs the question of how we can further protect their professional freedom. 

The United Nations' 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights states: "Everyone has the 

right to freedom of opinion and expression; this right includes freedom to hold opinions 

without interference, and to seek, receive, and impart information and ideas through any 

media regardless of frontiers". 

This is crucial as a journalist's main responsibility is to tell the truth and make sure the 

people’s voices are heard, especially in areas where this might be hard to do so. To enable 

them to do this, journalists have the right to information, to freedom of expression and 

criticism which originates from the public’s right to be informed on events and opinions, as 

declared in the Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Journalists in 1971. 

Another reason journalists’ profession freedom needs to be protected is that it is closely 

linked to the Media Freedom of the Freedom of the Press Act in 1965 which enables the 

communication and expression through various media to be exercised freely, something 

which is getting harder for more journalists due to censorship or fear of their safety. The is 

detrimental to society as the Freedom of the Press is an important part in democratic 

societies and its protection of human rights seeing as people need Freedom of the Press to 

provide them with accurate and informed analysis of information which is being provided to 

the public.  

As such, organizations such as the Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ) - non-

governmental organization was formed, its aims being to "defend the right of journalists to 

report the news without fear of reprisal" and promote freedom of expression. Furthermore, 

the CPJ also monitors the imprisonment, disappearances and killings of journalists 

worldwide in hopes to counter this issue. 

 

Considerations for debate 

Delegates should be aware that the main issues which journalists face today are threats to 

their personal safety – especially when reporting on high-profile or high-risk cases - and the 

encroachment of their right to expression.  

Key issues which delegates could addressed are: 

• What would be the best way to ensure journalists’ safety on international grounds? 

• How could journalists be better protected when reporting on sensitive topics such as 

corruption within their government? 

• What would be the best way to tackle the issue of journalists being forcefully 

silenced or intimidated into silence?  

• How could you decrease online harassment and threats that journalists face due to 

the opposition they face on things they have reported on? 

• How could Freedom of the Press be better protected to enable media platforms to 

truthfully print what journalists have discovered? 



• How can journalists be better protected against surveillance and threats from their 

own government? 

Delegates should also be aware that there are measures taken against journalists’ 

professional freedom which could also affect their families. An example of this would be 

libel suits and even criminal defamation suits designed to intimidate and harass journalists 

into silence, suits which journalists’ families could inherit should something happen to them 

i.e. they were assassinated. These are called Strategic Lawsuits Against Public Participations 

(SLAPPS), which is also a way for rich people and even government politicians to deter 

scrutiny. Journalists who face this would either have to face the suits – which would occupy 

a lot of their time and money – or simply take the content down, which is against The 

Freedom of the Press.  

 

Recommendations to delegates  

It is recommended that delegates come with a clear understanding of what Human Rights 

are, and which ones are applicable to both the journalists and the public as well as being 

aware of certain acts and legislation which currently protect each nation’s journalists and 

their professional freedom.  

For example, the delegate of the United States of America should be aware that The First 
Amendment of the U.S. Constitution states that “Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom 
of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition 
the Government for a redress of grievances.” when righting their resolution.  
Delegates should also come with a clear understanding of whether or not their country 

agrees that journalists’ professional freedom need more protection and their stances on 

journalists' professional freedom, for example does the delegate agree that journalists 

should be allowed access to all kinds of information, even classified ones and still have 

freedom to share this information.  

Lastly, delegates should come with a resolution which clearly outlines the circumstances 

which journalists face nowadays and further improvements which could be made to counter 

this and further the protection of journalists’ professional freedom. These could be through 

the creation of a UN sub-body, a new organization, more awareness, a proposition for all 

nations to create a new legislation regarding this topic etc.  

  

Further reading & Bibliography 
 

• If there is anything you read at all it must be this website:  

o https://accountablejournalism.org/ethics-codes/International-Declaration 

 

• For a more understanding of what threats journalists face around the world watch this: 

https://accountablejournalism.org/ethics-codes/International-Declaration


o https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ojvsUv_08Zk 

 

• More information on Press freedom: 

o https://ourworldindata.org/grapher/press-freedom-fh 

o https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7bMr46rsgQU 

o http://akademie.dw.de/navigator 

o https://www.osce.org/representative-on-freedom-of-media 

 

• Countries with most jailed journalists  

o https://www.voanews.com/a/press-freedom_most-jailed-journalists-china-turkey-

saudi-arabia-egypt-again-top-annual-cpj-report/6180897.html 

o https://rsf.org/en/rsf-s-2018-round-deadly-attacks-and-abuses-against-journalists-

figures-all-categories 

o  

Further reading for certain country’s views: 

• https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-action-plan-for-the-safety-of-

journalists/national-action-plan-for-the-safety-of-journalists 

• https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-

enjeux_developpement/human_rights-droits_homme/freedom_expression_media-

liberte_expression_medias.aspx?lang=eng 

• https://www.mtsu.edu/first-amendment/article/1146/reporter-s-privilege 

 

More information on the HRC 

• https://www.ohchr.org/en/special-procedures-human-rights-council 
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