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Welcome from your Chair 

Dear Delegates, 

My name is Amelia Lowis, and I am the Head Chair of the Health Committee. 

I am in 6th form, and I am currently studying Chemistry, Biology and Geography at A-Level. 

I have been doing MUN for five years now and have been to a diverse and exciting range of 

conferences and have loved all of them. Most recently I was chair of the Environmental 

Committee at Haileybury MUN.  

MUN is such a uniquely brilliant thing as it educates you on prevalent topics whilst also 

teaching you valuable communication and listening skills and most importantly it’s fun. I 

hope you take this opportunity to make the most of it!  

I wish you all the best preparing for the conference. It doesn't matter if this is your first 

conference or if you’ve been doing this for years, just come in with a confident and respectful 

attitude for a fruitful day of debate.  

Good luck and I can’t wait to meet you all! 

Amelia Lowis 

Head Chair of the Health Committee 

 

Introduction to the Committee 

Health Committee tackles pressing issues facing the medical world, alongside preparing 

countries for potential future public health emergencies in order to protect citizens. Its focus 



lies on collaboration between member states in order to develop solutions to health and 

wellbeing issues facing their populations. 

 

Previous debates of this committee have prompted action in response to outbreaks, 

emergency assistance in post-disaster areas, vaccination development and campaign schemes. 

The focus of the committee this year will be centred around the pharmaceutical industry, 

which will be outlined in more depth during the course of this briefing paper. 

 

Delegates will utilise resolutions to propose methods of constructive change to tackle the 

issue and these will be debated, amended and voted on, with a simple majority needed in the 

final instance to pass the resolution. We encourage all delegates to bring resolutions on the 

agenda item, however even bringing clauses will be helpful on the day as these can be 

implemented into other delegate’s resolutions. 

 

Introduction of the issue of pharmaceutical regulation 

The pharmaceutical industry encompasses the research, development and manufacturing of 

pharmaceutical products and medication. These products provide vital support to populations 

by improving their quality of life and health through treating illness and disease, providing 

vaccinations and aiding in pain relief processes. 

 

New pharmaceuticals as well as more efficient production lines of already existing products 

are essential to save lives across the world and match rising global demand. Despite the 

invaluable positive contributions to global health and indisputable economic repercussions 

associated with a healthier workforce, such as increased productivity and stronger economic 

growth, there are many challenges to be considered. 

 

Issues within the industry: 

Patents: 

Patent: A non-prescription medicinal preparation that is typically protected by a trademark 

and whose contents are incompletely disclosed. It is typically a 20 year period post the 

development of a drug before the patent expires, yet a large proportion of this time is often 

spent on creating it and conducting and passing clinical trials. 

 

Patents on pharmaceutical products have provided much discourse as some argue that they 

heavily contribute to the costs and accessibility of certain medications. This can reduce 

access to the products for low-income patients and can be particularly harmful in developing 

countries. There is therefore a case to removing certain patents, as then lower cost, off-patent 

medication could be development and distributed to patients for a lower price. 



 

However, others argue that the extremely high profits are necessary to keep the industry 

going. The time-consuming and expensive process needed to develop a drug alongside the 

average 96% failure rate of the drug itself makes the manufacturing and research of 

pharmaceuticals very unappealing at first. However, the high rewards for a successful drug in 

the market makes the risk worth it for profit-maximising pharmaceutical companies, 

encouraging them to undertake projects testing treatments to diseases that they may not have 

otherwise. 

 

NTDs: 

The profit-maximising nature of pharmaceutical companies also means their efforts are 

geared towards the research and development of the most profitable drugs. There are many 

diseases facing developing countries which are ignored by the companies as drug 

development for them will never be profitable enough to undertake the processes. 

 

The WHO has classified 20 diseases as Neglected Tropical Diseases (NTDs), meaning 

diseases that significantly challenge developing countries but are not given the attention or 

investment required. In order to alleviate the stress such diseases put on developing countries, 

it is necessary to incentive innovation and research from pharmaceutical companies to 

develop drugs, treatments and vaccinations to protect citizens. 

 

Supply side issues: 

Following the rapid globalisation of the past few decades, the majority of pharmaceuticals 

worldwide are produced in a small number of countries. The import of drugs into other 

countries is often affected by tariffs and relative exchange rates, making them less accessible 

to consumers due to their higher price. Whilst some governments have removed such tariffs, 

the effected of lowered government tax revenue is also a consideration. These heavy reliance 

on imports has given way to an multitude of other issues. When a supply-side shock takes 

place, such as a shortage of raw materials or disruption in the production line, importing 

countries suffer greatly. With no domestic production of the drugs, these countries risk a 

pharmaceutical shortage in times of need and will struggle to respond quickly to sudden 

outbreaks that require treatments or vaccinations. Furthermore, any issues with the quality or 

safety of a medication results in a major recall as the vast majority of pharmaceuticals are 

being produced in the same place. 

 

Considerations for debate 

We advise delegates to arrive on the day having done independent research to gain a 

thorough understanding of the question as well as looking into their specific country’s stance 

and viewpoint on the topic. 



 

Clause ideas and further issues to address: 

• Consideration of how patents should be regulated, reformed or protected in the 

industry 

• Regulation over the quality and safety of drugs produced by firms 

• Approaching the issue of NTDs, involving incentivising research, awareness and 

education 

• Addressing the distribution of pharmaceuticals to developing nations 

• Should countries be required to share their research overseas 

• How should intellectual property rights be approached for a medication that could 

save lives if priced lower 

• Mitigating the impact of supply-side shocks on importing nations 

• Addressing the increasing issue of antibiotic resistance, resulting from irrational 

medicine usage from patients as well as over-prescription from medical professionals 

• Disposal of waste in both the manufacturing process and afterwards resulting in 

harmful substances leaching into the water system 

• Making drug development less time-consuming and risky through improving research 

and assessing clinics trial periods 

• Preventing developed countries stockpiling valuable treatments, vaccinations and 

medications 

• Establishing medical waste recycling systems to prevent incorrect disposable  

• Procedures to improve the affordability of healthcare, regardless of the public or 

private system existing in the countries 

Further Research: 

 

https://www.who.int/health-topics/neglected-tropical-diseases#tab=tab_1 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/drugresistance/about.html 

 

https://www.pharmaceutical-technology.com/analysis/pharma-patents-manpulation/ 

 

https://www.uspharmacist.com/article/drug-shortages-amid-the-covid19-pandemic 

 

https://www.mckinsey.com/industries/life-sciences/our-insights/four-ways-pharma-

companies-can-make-their-supply-chains-more-resilient 
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